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eicestershire

Local Access Forum

Promating Rights Of Way And Access Land

Minutes of a meeting of the Leicestershire Local Access Forum held at County Hall,
Glenfield on Thursday, 28 January 2016.

PRESENT
Ms. V. Allen Mr. A. Hillier-Fry
Ms. H. Brown Mr. J. Howells
Mrs. R. Camamile CC Mr. T. Kirby
Mr. R. Denney Mr. J. Law
Mr. M. Gamble Mr. S. Warren

Election of Chairman.

The Committee Officer invited nominations for the position of Chairman of the
Leicestershire Local Access Forum for the period ending January 2017.

Mr Terry Kirby nominated himself for the position and was seconded by Mr Michael
Gamble to be elected Chairman of the Forum. There were no further nominations.

AGREED:

That Mr Terry Kirby be elected Chairman of the Leicestershire Local Access Forum for
the period ending January 2017.

MR. T. KIRBY IN THE CHAIR

Election of Vice-Chair.

The Chairman invited nominations for the position of Vice Chair for the period ending
January 2017.

No nominations were received for the position of Vice Chair.
RESOLVED:
That the item be deferred to the next meeting of the Forum.

Welcome by Chairman and apologies received.

The Chairman welcomed those present and welcomed Mr Graham Cameron who would
be observing the meeting. Apologies had been received from Mr. P. Tame, Ms. A. Pyper,
Mr. C. Faircliffe, and Mr. B. Sutton.

Minutes of the meeting held on 6 October 2015.

Members were advised that arising from minute 21, the Midlands Road Users Group had
ceased to exist, but Highways England would agree to reinstate the Group if enough
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interest was expressed. Members were encouraged to contact any other groups they are
members of, such as the Ramblers and British Horse Society, to express an interest.

RESOLVED:

The minutes of the meeting held on 6 October 2015 were taken as read, confirmed and
signed.

To advise of any items which the Chairperson has agreed to take as urgent.

The Chairman took one item as urgent which was discussed elsewhere on the agenda
(minute 18 refers).

Declarations of interest in respect of items on the agenda.

Members were invited to declare any interests in respect of the items on the agenda.
No declarations were made.

Presentation on the maintenance of grass verges.

The Forum received a presentation on the maintenance of grass verges. A copy of the
presentation is filed with these minutes.

The Forum was advised that urban grass cuts were undertaken on a safety basis only
and were not done for aesthetic purposes. Where grass was cut for aesthetic purposes
this would usually be undertaken by the parish council.

Over the previous few years the number of urban grass cuts had reduced down to five
per annum. However 2015 was the first year which grass cutting had been brought back
in-house and a number of issues had been experienced in relation to vehicle
maintenance, and ideal weather conditions causing grass to grow much longer than
usual. Furthermore as a result of the issues faced during the year, the financial savings
envisaged from decreasing the number of cuts had not been met due to the increased
cost in equipment maintenance and repair.

As a result of the issues and a significant increase in enquiries from the public, it had
been agreed by the Cabinet to increase the number of urban grass cuts from five to six
per annum. The Environment and Transport Department would also adopt a more flexible
approach to grass cutting by increasing the number of cuts during the peak growth
season, and responding appropriately to public enquiries.

Arising from discussion the following points were raised:-

(i). Rural verges were cut in 2 x 1 metre splays, plus any additional cuts needed to
improve safety and visibility of the highways. Members of the Forum expressed
concern that this was not enough for walkers and horseriders to use the verge as
a highway when a path was unavailable;

(ii).  The highest number of complaints regarding grass cutting had been from North
West Leicestershire due to ongoing discussions regarding the possible handover
of grass cutting responsibilities to the district, which already exists with Blaby
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District Council. By the time negotiations had finished the Council was significantly
behind on grass cutting in the area;

(iif).  There were a number of variables to consider in grass cutting operations such as
the location of depots containing the necessary equipment, potentially adverse
conditions such as weather, and any areas where visibility and subsequent safety
was a particular concern;

(iv).  Arising from queries from members, officers advised that despite the mild winter it
was not possible to transfer resources saved from less gritting to grass cutting and
highways maintenance operations. This was due to the need to save resources for
any future winters where the weather could be much colder and therefore take up
more resource.

RESOLVED:
That the contents of the presentation on grass cutting be noted.

Confirmation of Sub-Groups.

The Forum was asked to consider what sub-groups they would like to continue operating
to the period ending January 2017. Members requested that the current sub-groups in
existence continue to work, and that a meeting on public health be set up with the
potential of setting up a sub-group for health related activities.

RESOLVED:

That the following subgroups for 2016 be agreed to continue:
e Network Opportunities Committee
o Verges Committee
¢ Planning and Travel Committee

Annual Report 2015.

The Forum considered the draft Annual Report 2015. A copy of the report, marked
‘Agenda Item 9, is filed with these minutes.

Subject to an amendment to dates in the Network Opportunities section, members were
content to approve and circulate the annual report. Suggestions were made regarding to
the drafting process in the following year, and indicated that the report needed to be more
attractive and engaging for members of the public.

RESOLVED:

That the Annual Report 2015 be approved.

Reports from committees and working groups.

The Forum received updates from the committees and working groups. A copy of the
updates, marked ‘Agenda Item 10’, is filed with these minutes.

Arising from discussion the following points were raised:-
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Q).

(ii).

(iii).

(iv).

(V).
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Changes to First Bus service provision would be implemented in April. It was
anticipated that Glenfield would experience significant change in bus service
provision;

Members were advised that the authority had no plans to dedicate any rights of
way other than those already existing on Hall Farm. The Forum requested that

officers consider committing to legally enforcing a route should the land ever be
sold off;

It was requested that officers look into the feasibility of a 20 mph speed limit
implementation on Hospital Lane to allow for safe crossing to Hall Farm;

The Forum received an update regarding County Council policy on items
published by the LLAF, a copy of which is filed with these minutes;

There would potentially be future training provided by the BHS available for Forum
members subject to an appropriate venue being made available.

RESOLVED:

That the updates from committees and working groups be noted.

Reports from representatives on outside bodies.

The Forum received updates from members sitting on outside bodies relevant to the
Local Access Forum. A copy of the update, marked ‘Agenda Item 11’ is filed with these
minutes.

Arising from discussion the following points were raised:-

(i).

(ii).

(i).

(iv).

The minutes of the meeting of the Heart of the Forest Access and Connectivity
Forum were circulated amongst those present, a copy of which have been filed
with these minutes;

At the latest Parks, Open Spaces and Countryside Group there had been some
discussion regarding the use of allotments. Whilst this fell out of the remit of the
Forum, it was nonetheless promoted where possible as a means of encouraging
people to go outside, and some allotments would include right of way access;

The next EMLAF meeting was to be held in March. The Forum was asked for their
views on Huddle which could be taken to the meeting. It was requested that the
Chairman find out how many licenses were available for Forum members, and if
members not on Huddle could have ‘read only’ access;

The Forum was informed that there were some spaces on outside bodies for
Forum members. It was agreed that John Howells become the Forum
representative on the Heart of the Forest Access and Connectivity Forum, and that
Mr John Law represent the Forum on the Canals and Waterways Group.

RESOLVED:

That the updates from representatives on outside bodies be noted.



12.

13.

14.

Network Rail - Electrification of Midland Mainline (Edwin McWilliam)

The Forum received an update on the electrification of the Midland Mainline as proposed
by Network Rail. A copy of the report, marked ‘Agenda ltem 12’, is filed with these
minutes.

The electrification of the line may cause some changes to access and rights of way due
to the need for some bridges to be elevated in order for the electrification to take place.
The Forum was also advised that a number of rights of way crossings had already been
subject to replacement bridges.

Network Rail, who had closed off a footpath crossing in Market Harborough, have now
informed the Authority that the company intend to press ahead with a bridge
replacement.

Members queried whether or not the Forum would be engaged regarding HS2. Officers
advised that due to the lack of information on HS2 so far it was not possible to make any
representation.

RESOLVED:

That the contents of the report be noted.

Proposal for Future Permissive Access in Stewardship Schemes (John Law)

The Forum considered a report outlining the proposal to request that the government
fund future permissive access. A copy of the report, marked ‘Agenda Item 13, is filed
with these minutes.

The Forum was asked to fill in the consultation questionnaire attached to the report,
which the Chairman agreed to fill in on the Forum’s behalf.

RESOLVED:
a) That the contents of the report be noted;
b) That the Chairman fill in the consultation questionnaire on the Forum’s behalf.

Funding Countryside Access (John Law)

The Forum received a report outlining potential options for funding projects relating to
rights of way across the County. A copy of the report, marked ‘Agenda ltem 14’, is filed
with these minutes.

The report explored the possibility of setting up a Community Interest Organisation which
would allow the LLAF to apply for funding bodies. The Forum was advised that the
Norfolk Local Access Forum was in the process of setting up a Community Interest
Organisation.

The Forum was advised that this would require support from the Appointing Authority to
act as the ‘bank account’ for the organisation. Concern was expressed that this would
also require significant input from LAF members.
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16.

17.

18.

It was suggested that the Chairman raise the issue at the next EMLAF meeting which
would allow the Forum to see the progress from other local access forums who were
investigating becoming a Community Interest Organisation.

RESOLVED:

That the item be considered at the next meeting of the Forum.

Cycling and Walking Investment Strateqy (Edwin McWilliam)

The Forum received an update on the Government’s proposed Cycling and Walking
Investment Strategy. A copy of the report, marked ‘Agenda Item 15’, is filed with these
minutes.

The document recently published by the Government indicated a timetable for developing
the strategy and how the strategy could be funded. The Forum had previously responded
to the proposals for a Strategy and would respond when the draft Strategy was produced.
RESOLVED:

That the contents of the report be noted.

Orders update (Edwin McWilliam).

The Forum received an update on the latest public path and modification orders. A copy
of the report, marked ‘Agenda Item 16’, is filed with these minutes.

RESOLVED:
That the contents of the update be noted.

Correspondence sent and received since the previous meeting.

The Forum received an update on correspondence sent and received since the previous
meeting. A copy of the various correspondence, marked ‘Agenda Item 17’ are filed with
these minutes.

The Chairman would be attending the LAF Conference in Bristol on the 23 February on
behalf of the Forum.

The Forum considered the future administration of the Google Group for correspondence
following the departure of Herbet Eppel. Michael Gamble volunteered to continue
maintaining the Google Group.

RESOLVED:

That the items of correspondence be noted.

Any other items which the Chairperson has decided to take as urgent.

The Forum discussed the recent updates to the National Gazetteer. There were a
number of changes being introduced which would include rights of way.



It was suggested that some routes be granted dual status such as shared routes.
However officers advised that the Gazetteer is subject to specific standards and
guidance.

19. Date of next meeting.

It was noted that the next meeting would be held on Wednesday 27 April at 5.30pm.

5.30 - 8.05 pm CHAIRMAN
28 January 2016



This page is intentionally left blank



|

s99IA198 AemybiH
Jabeue wea|

uewpaay mayye Ag uoijejuasalid

Minute Item 7

910¢ Adenuer ;82

ONIL33IN NNHFO4 SS90V
1VIOO01 JdIHSd31S301371




10

e .

(jeanu 01 sajejal Ajjessusb) Ayajes
10J "o'1 ajelidoidde |1 ‘papinoid g Aew SInNo [euonippe 20y pY .
sAeids AjiIqisSIA snid syiems wi Xz SabuaA [einy
(sbueb g — 8j0Ad Yoam Q) SIND G — GLOZ -
(sbueb g — 8|0A0 YoM ) SIND 9 — L0 -
(sbueb g — ajoAd Meam ) SIND J — €107 -
wnuue Jad sjno g 0} dn sabisaA ueqin) -
:0] pabueyos
Aoljod jo uoneoiidde 1ng pabueyoun Aoijo4 aoueuajuiel\ AemybiH .

‘'suoseal dljayisae Jo Ajluswe Jou ‘suoseal A)ajes 1o} sselb sino
— K1ajes Aemybiy Bululejurew Joj a|qisuodsal Ajioyine AemybiH

Sl punoib)oeg




e ...

‘'saysued o¢ Ajprewixoiddy yum sjuswsalbe |20 .

'uo)sbip pue AgpeQ pue Agejg ind oag -
‘yomsog pue Aspjouly pue

ybnoiogieH ‘uojg|N ‘poomulteyn ‘1SopN YHUON Ul B2IAIBS asnoy U|
(Ainp/aunp ul yead 0] spua) yimoub

sselb) ymouab Jo aAnoadsaull ‘9j0A0 Yoam g plepuels e Uo JnD .
aoueuUs)UIB|\ |BJUBSWIUOIIAUT,
woJj BuiAes [enuue 000‘00%3 |e101 8yl 0] bunngliuod

‘000°S¥7 L3 10 Buiaes Ajjenuajod sjnd ueqan G 0] UOONPAY

Buno sselub |eins 0] sbueyod oN -

i
i

SR Py bumno sseib G102




2T
omm
= 3
e[
| -
TAS)
= >
“w o
Q=
- =
O
— )

k

2013/2014/2015 Grass Cutting Enquiries Comparison (Week by Week)
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There was a significant increase in grass cutting enquiries in the period

between mid May and the end of June.

Following interventions enquiries since mid July have reduced significantly

to levels at or below previous years.
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The number of enquiries appears to be influenced by the number

of standard cuts.
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19 Minute Item 10

!d Leicestershire
1 County Council

From County Councillor Mrs. R. Camamile

To:

Mr. J. Law 231 October 2015
Leicestershire Local Access Forum

Dear John

I have spoken to County Council officers about your email regarding LCC policy
around route literature and have been advised as follows.

If the Local Access Forum or any other group wish to develop any initiatives
either on the ground or by way of improved publicity and promotion then officers
would welcome an approach. Officers are happy to work with various partners
including voluntary organisations to improve the existing facilities for disabled
people but the resources available are limited. Any ideas will need to be
properly considered and developed to a reasonable standard by the ’
organisation bearing in mind practicalities, resources and likely outcomes.

Furthermore the Council has undertaken various surfacing projects on country
parks over the recent years (including the resurfacing of the main track around
Beacon Hill CP and the lower car park and the new surfaced route at Market
Bosworth CP and many miles of routes at Watermead), and where resources
allow will develop facilities for the disabled. The downloadable leaflets on the
County Council website also include information relating to route surfaces and
distances.

Having spoken to officers in the communications team it is not Leicestershire
County Council’s policy not to communicate information regarding disabled
facilities and accessibility of the country parks, or to stop others communicating
this information on their behalf. We do however look to publish the information
digitally first, and have been told that information regarding trails and suitability
for wheelchair users can be found on the website and is available on
downloadable PDFS (www.leicscountryparks.org.uk).

The Council also produces a single leaflet designed to promote all the parks
and signpost people to further information on the website.

Members Group Room
Leicestershire County Council, County Hall, Glenfield, Leicestershire LE3 8RA

Telephone: 0116 232 3232

www.leics.gov.uk
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| believe you have previously flagged the ACE Accessible Countryside for Everyone
website. This site also has a Leicestershire page with a number of local links to
visitor sites, including County Council publications.

http://www.accessiblecountryside.org.uk/leicestershire

As stated earlier, officers would be happy to work with organisations such as the
Local Access Forum to discuss new initiatives on the ground or in terms of publicity.

I hope you find that this responds to your enquiry regarding County Council policy. If
you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch with myself, or
with Edwin and Ben.

Yours sincerely
LS Camapne g

Mrs. R. Camamile
County Councillor
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Item 11.A

HEART OF FOREST FORUM
ACCESS AND CONNECTIVITY WORKING GROUP
ACTIONS OF MEETING OF 14" January 2016

For Action

ltem | DESCRIPTION
by

1 | Absence apologies from: Bryan Weston; Mike Ballantyne; Alan
Blackburn; James Lowe; Shawn Brotherhood; Terry Kirby; Geoff
Pursglove; Richard Groves

In attendance : Lynne Pass — LRBA / BHS; Graham Morrison —
HOFF Trail Network; Bethan Scragg — NFC; Goff Lewis - NWLDC;
Roger Poole — Local Resident; Graham Knight — Moira Replan &
HOFF; Clir Pat Thomas — Ashby Woulds Town Council; Dot Morson —
S. Derbyshire Ramblers; Gail Archer — Swadlincote TIC; Vicky Allen —
LLAF; Sam Lattaway — NFC; Steve Palmer — Local Resident; Alan
Dowell — Forestry Commission; Mary Holland — LRBA / BHS

2 | Previous Meeting Actions:

Willesley Lake — Sam Ireson reported to the group that she has Sl
written to the landowners regarding reinstating the path around the
lake. To date no response had been received. If the landowners do
not respond or agree to reinstating the path the only other option will
be for someone to apply to the Council for a Modification Order. Sam
Ireson to report any progress to the next meeting.

Obstruction of Public Footpath P107 — Sam Ireson reported that Legal Sl
Action is progressing. Group will be updated at the next meeting.

Minorca Restoration — Discussions with the Planners and UK Coal are SI/RP
ongoing regarding the restoration of the site. The proposed N-W
bridleway and E-W bridleway through the site are under discussion
due to safety issues identified where they will exit onto Bosworth
Road and Gallows Lane. Group to be updated at next meeting.

3 | Live Projects Update

Project Priorities

A. Hicks Lodge to Moira Furnace -

Section A Hicks Lodge to Newfields Road — Alan Dowell reported that AD/SI
works have started. The sub base is complete and the whole route
should be completed by the end of January. Once the route is
completed it will be dedicated as a Public Bridleway. Sam Ireson &
Alan Dowell to discuss the dedication once construction complete.
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Section B Measham Road Housing Development — Work on the
development has begun. ClIr Pat Thomas reported that the site had
become inundated with water when the developers broke through a
culvert. There are also ongoing issues with the water being pumped
off site. The Environment Agency is involved. The development is
progressing in the northern half of the site. Any progress with the
development to be reported to the next meeting

Section C Measham Road to Moira Furnace - Discussions are
ongoing regarding additional funding for the scheme, in addition to the
NWL £40k. Landownership of the route needs to be confirmed by
NWLDC and then landowners written to requesting their agreement to
the surfacing of the route. Sam Ireson to update the group at the next
meeting.

Clir Pat Thomas reported that the owner of the property adjacent to
the route on Measham Road may be submitting a Planning
Application for housing on the site. LCC and NWL to look out for the
Planning Application and consider the proposed surfacing of the path
when submitting comments.

B. Hicks Lodge to Ashby Link -

The Planning permission for the housing development, which included
a link between Willesley Lane and Hicks Lodge went to appeal but
was dismissed before Christmas. Sam Ireson to write to the
landowners again to see if they are willing to accommodate the route
anyway. Sam Ireson to report any progress to the next meeting.

The County Council is in receipt of a Modification Order to add a
footpath between Willesley lane and Hicks Lodge as well as a spur
footpath into the woodland. Now that the planning process has been
completed the application will be processed.

C. Willesley to Ivanhoe Trail Link -

Graham Morrison reported that the landownership of Pastures Lane
remains unknown. The land is not registered with the Land Registry,
LCC Highways department have no records that it ever existed as a
Public Highway and Roger has made enquires with potential
landowners. Roger Poole suggested contacting the Coal Authority.
Graham Morrison to update the group at the next meeting.

The Woodland Trust have also confirmed that they are still supportive
of the development of the route although they are due to develop
Access for All surfaced paths elsewhere through the woodland.
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Graham Morrison also reported that he and Bethan had attended a
site meeting with Laura Shepherd from the Woodland Trust and the
project team regarding the proposed Access for All routes at Willesley
Wood. Graham confirmed that he was very impressed with the
proposed project and recommended that the group support the
scheme. Sam Ireson to send a letter of support to Helen on behalf of
the group.

D. Conkers to Rosliston Link

Marion Farrell and Jenny Southwell were unable to attend and update
the meeting.

E. Village Hall, Moira to Maybury Wood Link

Clir Pat Thomas reported that the proposed route of the footpath
between the Village Hall and Maybury Wood has been identified.
There are however ongoing discussions regarding S106 monies and
landownership. Update to be provided at next meeting.

Interpretation and Orientation Masterplan

Bethan reported that discussions are ongoing regarding how to let the

work and trying to get the best value for money. Bethan to update the
group on progress at the meeting.

Other Project Updates

Millennium Milepost

Sam Ireson reported that discussions regarding landowner agreement
were ongoing. Sam Ireson to update the group at the next meeting

Alternative Route for lvanhoe Way

No action required until new link between Hicks Lodge and Newfields
Wood is completed. Once completed and route dedicated as a Public
Bridleway, Sam Ireson to progress the change of route for the
Ivanhoe Way.

Maybury to New Albion Link

Sam Ireson reported that the comments supplied on the New Albion
Restoration Plan were passed to Veolia via the LCC Mineral
Planners. In principal Veolia are happy with the suggested changes,
however they are currently finalising the purchase of land off Tapton
Estates, which once completed will enable them to confirm their
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agreement. Veolia may be submitting a revised restoration plan in the
vicinity of the lake.

Currently it looks as if restoration of the site may be delayed due to
the presence of Great Crested Newts.

Sam Ireson also reported that she has had discussions with Phil
Metcalfe of the NFC regarding links between New Albion and the
adjoining National Forest owned land, and the National Forest
Company have agreed to in principal to the creation of the link(s).
Sam Ireson to provide an update to the next meeting.

Countryside For All

Sam Lattaway reported that the project is moving forward steadily. He
is currently looking into a potential funding bid. Sam Lattaway to
update the group at the next meeting.

Horse Riding Access south of A42 to Minorca Site

Roger Poole reported that discussions were ongoing. Roger Poole
and Alan Blackburn to update the group at the next meeting.

Proposed Bridleway Circuit Update

Roger Poole reported that he and Alan were looking at revising the
route, possibly including an extension to the Moira — Measham Trail.
Roger Poole to provide Sam Ireson with a plan and project outline for
distribution to group members for comments. Alan Blackburn and
Roger Poole to update the group at the next meeting.

S
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Funding and Bids:
Black to Green

Bethan requested that all volunteers who attend the group be
registered as a Volunteer for the Black to Green project to enable
their volunteering time to be counted as Match Funding.

Bethan reported that a variety of events are organised over the
coming months including a Bio Blitz event at Hicks Lodge on 231
April, Conservation events, Youth engagement events and a Training
and Education Learning Programme.

Bethan also reported that there is now a Black to Green Facebook

page. Project Evaluation Consultants are also in place and will be
involved with the Access and Connectivity Group.

Graham Knight asked if anyone had any everyday life photos of the
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area from the past. They have a lot of industrial photos so could do
with some different images, and also any stories of the area.

Future Project Proposals for Discussion

No project proposals to discuss

HOFF Update

Graham Knight reported that the HOFF are considering meeting GK
yearly rather than quarterly. Graham to update the group at the next

meeting.

Any Other Business

Alan Leather

Sam Ireson informed the group that Alan Leather will no longer be

attending as he has now passed on the Black to Green project to

Bethan. Sam read out his email thanking the group for their work. In

response Sam Ireson has passed on thanks to Alan on behalf of the

group.

Hanging Hill

A request was made for an update on the National Forest Company’s SL

proposals for Hanging Hill. Sam Lattaway reported that discussions
were ongoing and it was a long process. Sam Lattaway will update
the group at the next meeting.

Heritage Walks in the Heart of the Forest Book

Dot Morson showed the group a walking book she has produced titled
“‘Heritage Walks in the Heart of the Forest”. The price of the book is
£3.50.

Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 21st April, 2pm at NFC Offices,
Moira
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